
Mason County Onsite Sewage Advisory Committee 

Meeting minutes for 2/11/2020 

1) Call to order 5:00PM 

2) Roll call and determination of Quorum 

Present: Jim, Kim, Dale, Keith, Thad, Wes, Micah, Evie, Constance, Alex, Rhonda, Darin, Toby 

Absent: James, Terri 

3) Discussion about nominations for President 2020. Kim is currently vice president and was 

nominated for president. She accepted. Evie has been nominated to be vice president and has 

accepted this position. 

4) Approval of 12/10/2019 minutes. 

5) Public comments 

- Questions from Constance about how chemo affects septic systems. Alex said that BOD or 

waste strengths may be higher if a homeowner is going through chemo due to excessive 

chemicals in the septic tank. Alex suggested measuring sludge and scum levels more often 

to see if it needs to be pumped, Darrin agreed. Jim says when he is designing a repair system 

for someone who is on medication, he will typically put in a pretreatment device. Constance 

wanted advice on what to tell community members. Recommend WSU extension add slides 

about this in the homeowner inspection class (overuse of bleach, chemicals, use of 

medication, antibacterial home soaps, kitty litter or motor oil flushing, maintenance 

schedules). Constance wants to run an ad in the paper for a workshop with community 

members- perhaps 3 or 4 at different locations around Mason County.  

- Constance suggested more enforcement on shoreline AirBnBs. Darin suggested just pushing 

for more maintenance all around. Jim said it’s hard for the county to determine whether a 

home is used as an AirBnb. Alex responded to say we do follow up on public complaints and 

will check their septic designs and maintenance history. If a system is being overused, the 

county will pursue compliance. 

6) 2020 Workplan 

- Alex talked about the new WAC revisions coming out. Our local management plan can be 

updated but there was a consensus to wait until the WAC revisions were finalized. Kim and 

Constance suggested going over the WAC drafts together. 

- Group would like to focus on education workshops for the public. 

- Constance asked questions about cesspools vs seepage pits and what the county is doing 

about those that are within 300-1000 feet of shoreline. Jim explained differences between 

these system types and that many seepage pits were permitted at the time of installation. 

Since they have a septic tank before them, they are a better treatment option than 

cesspools. If seepage pits are getting regular maintenance and in satisfactory condition, then 

the county allows homeowners to continue to use them. When working on repairs, Jim says 

he will typically put a pretreatment tank to increase quality of effluent going to seepage pit 

if the homeowner cannot afford a new drainfield or does not have space.  



- Alex gave presentation on Water Quality projects in Mason County. Went over DOH shellfish 

program, upgrades/downgrades of shellfish areas, dye testing, etc. At the end, Constance 

talked about emergency closures and parcel closures that impact homeowners who lease 

their land to shellfish growers.  

- Dale will talk about subcommittee plan at next meeting. 

7) New Business 

- Kim is president, Evie is vice president 

- Some members of the group will need to reapply soon. Micah says he will not be renewing. 

This will create a designer vacancy. Jim, Thad, and Toby said they will all be renewing 

membership. 

8) Next Meeting date is April 14 at 5 pm. 

 

Minutes submitted by Rhonda Thompson 

 

 

 


