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STAFF SUMMARY 

SUMMARY 

Vision Statement 

The Planning Advisory Commission previously reviewed the first paragraph of the Vision Statement, 
no decisions were made on the statement at the first meeting. One of the members was assigned 
the task of providing options for a revised statement. The vision statement was open for public 
comment during the first meeting and one written comment was received as of the drafting of this 
summary. If additional written comments are received they will be forwarded to the PAC. 

There are additional sub-headings under the main Vision Statement that provide more insight into 
the community feeling around the urban growth areas, the rural areas, housing, and the 
environment and open space. With the addition of the Climate Element requirement it may be 
beneficial to incorporate ideas of climate resiliency and how it impacts each of the sub-headings or 
how those aspects of the plan can respond to be climate resilient.  

Please have any recommendations for revisions to the body of the sub-categories under the vision 
statement ready to discuss at the January 13th meeting. 

 

Land Use Element Goals/Policies 

At the December 16th meeting the Planning Advisory Commission reviewed the goals/policies that 
pertain to land use. Public comment was taken and the PAC had a short discussion on the existing 

Meeting Topic: Vision Statement Revisions and Consideration of the CPP 
public comments that relate to the Land Use Element. 

Department: Community Development – Planning 
Staff Contact(s): 
Marissa Watson, Senior Planner 
Ext. 367 or mwatson@masoncountywa.gov   

Date: January 13, 2025 
Action Requested at this Meeting: Wrap up of vision statement 
revisions and policy considerations for the Land Use Element. 
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policies. Staff indicated that the comments made during the CPP revisions, that were held for 
discussion in the elements, would be brought back for the PAC to make a decision on. 

The comments provided for review in this packet were those held over from the CPP review that 
were indicated as more appropriate for placement within one of the Comprehensive Plan chapters. 

What is not included are the CPP comments that were approved for the CPP document itself, or 
considered for the CPP document but not chosen for inclusion. 

See Attachment B: “Mason County CPP Comments Consider for Comp Chapters”; there are several 
comments that would fit under the housing chapter, climate chapter, economic development, 
capital facilities, transportation, rural and land use chapters. Comments that would fit better under 
the rural and land use element have been pointed out; there is a lot of overlapping information 
within these two chapters. Please concentrate on land use for the January 13th meeting. 

RECOMMENDATION 

REQUESTED ACTION: 

 Vision Statement 

1. Chose main statement under Vision 
2. Make any necessary changes to the sections under the main statement (i.e. Urban 

Growth Areas, Rural Areas, etc.) 
 

Land Use Goals/Policies 
 

1. CPP comments held over for consideration in Elements – review the comments 
that would fit under “Land Use” (noted in comment box) and make a decision to 
include in Element or not. Appropriate placement within chapter may be decided 
later. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Vision Statement 

• Attachment A - Vision Statement (2017) 
• Attachment B – PAC Mike H. vision statement versions 
• Attachment C – Public Comment (written) 

Land Use Element 
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• Attachment A – Existing Land Use Goals/Policies – staff recommendations/edits from 
last meeting 

• Attachment B – Mason County CPP Comments Consider for Com Plan Chapters 
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From: Mike Hill
To: Marissa Watson; Bob Wilkerson; Brad Carlberg P.E.; Jeff Carey; Randy Lewis; Will Harris
Cc: Mariah Frazier
Subject: Mason County Growth Management Plan Vision statement for review
Date: Friday, December 6, 2024 12:32:19 PM

Hello All!
At our last meeting I volunteered to update/revise the Mason County “vision statement”
Below are 6 versions we can review and discuss when we can schedule time.  
 
 
Mason County Vision Statement (Original revised AI1.0)
 
Mason County is committed to preserving and enhancing our rural environment, defined by its quiet
tranquility, privacy, natural beauty, and opportunities for rural enterprise. While “rural character” may
mean different things to different people, it encompasses natural vistas, camping, hiking, fishing, shellfish
harvesting, wildlife, and thriving ecosystems. Our community values fewer restrictions and greater privacy
compared to urban areas, ensuring a unique quality of life.
At the same time, Mason County’s urban growth areas serve as vibrant economic and social hubs, fostering
responsible operation of resource-based industries such as timber, mining, agriculture, and aquaculture.
Together, these elements create a safe, healthy, and family-friendly environment that balances economic
opportunity with environmental stewardship.
 
Mason County Vision Statement (New version AI2.0)
 
Mason County, the “Gem of the Pacific Northwest,” is dedicated to preserving its vast natural resources,
ensuring the resilience of its timberlands, salmon fisheries, and aquaculture. The county offers a wealth of
recreational opportunities, including camping, hiking, fishing, hunting, and boating, making it a haven for
outdoor enthusiasts.
Mason County remains committed to protecting its small-town rural character, where clean air and water
are a way of life, not a privilege. It is a place where families, local businesses, entrepreneurs, and the county’s
historic tribal culture can grow and thrive together, fostering a vibrant and sustainable community for
generations to come.
 
Mason County Vision Statement (New version AI3.0)
 
Mason County, the “Gem of the Pacific Northwest,” is dedicated to preserving its vast natural resources,
ensuring the resilience of its timberlands, salmon fisheries, and aquaculture. The county offers abundant
recreational opportunities, including camping, hiking, fishing, hunting, and boating, making it a destination
for outdoor enthusiasts.
With its strong commitment to protecting small-town rural character, Mason County ensures clean air and
water remain a cornerstone of life. The county fosters a thriving environment where families, local
businesses, and entrepreneurs can prosper. Mason County also celebrates and honors its historic tribal
culture, recognizing its vital role in shaping the county’s identity and future.
By balancing sustainable economic growth with environmental stewardship and cultural heritage, Mason
County creates opportunities for all while preserving the values that make it truly unique.
 
 
Mason County Vision Statement (New version AI4.0)
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From: Peggy Morell
To: Marissa Watson; mojo18rebar@outlook.com; tacticalpjtmgt@gmail.com
Subject: Suggested update to current comp plan vision statement
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 6:12:49 PM

Marissa,

While there wasn't an official call at the Nov. 18 PAC meeting for additional
public comment on the vision statement update, Mike Hill & Will
Harris shared their contact info for additional input. In that spirit, I
integrated the results of the Community Vision Survey with the existing
vision statement. Draft vision statement below in blue.

The approach is different in two ways: 1) it is written in the present tense,
making the vision of Mason County immediate and active instead of what
it will look like and 2) instead of providing just a description of the county,
there's an outcome or benefit for each aspect described.

If you plan to retain the other sections of the current vision statement --
Urban Growth Areas, Rural Areas, Housing, and the Environment & Open
Space -- additional details from the survey can be included in those
paragraphs. I recommend adding a section on Climate Resilience.

Thanks,
Peggy Morell

Mason County is a primarily rural county, valued for its quiet tranquility,
natural beauty, plentiful outdoor recreation, and close ties of family and
community to the land. As growth and change unfold, the county balances
progress with preserving its unique rural character. Vibrant downtowns,
mixed-use developments, safe neighborhoods, and a wide variety of
housing options foster community connections and ensure everyone a
place to thrive. Urban Growth Areas serve as dynamic hubs that support
rural enterprise, resource-based industries, and long-term job
opportunities, enabling residents to work close to home. Well-planned
transportation infrastructure for bikes, cars, and transit connects these
areas to surrounding communities, ensuring accessibility and mobility for
all residents. An ongoing commitment to climate resilience prioritizes
preparedness, responsiveness, and successful recovery from the impacts
of a changing climate, providing security and stability for the community.
Mason County preserves its unique scenic and cultural heritage by
protecting the mature forests, waterways, and wildlife habitats that shape



its history and support local traditions. The county values the diverse
backgrounds, cultures, and experiences of its residents, recognizing that
these perspectives shape a vibrant future through inclusion and mutual
respect.




























