
SHORT-TERM RENTALS
PAC WORK SESSION 1– JUNE 17, 2024

Mason County



PROJECT ROADMAP

November 16, 2023

Short Term Vacation Rentals 
Survey Opens

January 12, 2024

Survey Closes

February 6, 2024

BOCC Work Session on Survey Responses and 
Recommendations

June 2024

BOCC Work Session 2 – 
Draft Regulations

May 7, 2024

PAC First Draft 
Regulations Review

Additional Meetings and 
Dates to be determined



PURPOSE /PROBLEM 
STATEMENT 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide the 
framework necessary to operate a short-term 
rental within the County. The desired outcome 
of these requirements is the minimization of 
impacts on residential neighborhoods, the 
support of economic and tourism vitality, and the 
protection of natural resources, public health, 
and life safety.

“Problem Statement”?



MCC 17.100.020 DEFINITIONS
“SHORT-TERM RENTAL” – A LODGING USE, THAT IS NOT A HOTEL, 
MOTEL, OR BED AND BREAKFAST, IN WHICH A DWELLING UNIT, OR 
PORTION THEREOF, THAT IS OFFERED OR PROVIDED TO A GUEST BY A 
SHORT-TERM RENTAL OPERATOR FOR A FEE FOR FEWER THAN THIRTY 
(30)  CONSECUTIVE NIGHTS.”

Commissioner Input May need to refine the definition further, referring to RVs

POINT 1



M C C  1 7 . 1 0 0 . 0 4 0  T Y P E

T Y P E S  O F  S H O RT-T E R M  R E N TA L S  A R E  E S TA B L I S H E D  I N  T H I S  S E C T I ON

( A )  T Y P E  1 . S H O RT- T E R M R E N TA L S  O F  T Y P E  1  A R E  T H O S E  T H AT  A R E  OW N E R  O R  O P E R ATOR -
O C C UP I E D  W H E R E  E I T H E R  1 )  RO O M S  A R E  R E N T E D A N D  T H E  OW N E R  I S  P R E S E NT  D U R I NG  T H E  
R E N TA L  P E R I O D, O R  2 )  T H E  OW N E R  R E S I DE S  I N  T H E  P R I N C I PA L  R E S I DE NC E  O N  T H E  S A M E  PA R C E L  
W H E R E  T H E  S H O RT-T E R M  R E N TA L  I S  L O C AT E D.

( B )  T Y P E  2 . S H O RT-T E R M  R E N TA L S  O F  T Y P E  2  A R E  L O C AT E D I N  A  DW E L L I N G  T H AT  I S  N OT  OW N E R  
O R  O P E R ATO R-O CCUP IE D  N O R  D O E S  T H E  OW N E R  O R  O P E R ATO R  R E S I D E  O N  T H E  L OT  W H E R E  T H E  
S H O RT-T E R M R E N TA L  I S  L O C AT E D.

( C )  T Y P E  3 . S H O RT-T E R M R E N TA L S  O F  T Y P E  3  A R E  T H O S E  T H AT  H AV E  A N  O C C UPA NCY  L I M I T  
OV E R …

Commissioner 
Input

Inclusion of a Type 3 that would encompass standards for higher occupancy 
rentals

POINT 2 & 3



M C C  1 7 . 1 0 0 . 0 5 0  S TA N DA R DS  F O R  O P E R AT I ON O F  S H O RT-T E R M R E N TA L S

( C )  O C C UPA NCY  L I M I T S  S H A L L  B E  B A S E D  O N  T H E  N U M B E R  O F  B E D RO OM S  A P P ROV E D F O R  T H E  
Q UA L I F Y I N G  S T RUCT UR E  I N  R E L AT I O N  TO  T H E  O N - S I T E  S E WAG E  S YS T E M O R  S E W E R  
C O N N E CT I O N A P P ROV E D B Y  T H E  M A S O N  C O U NT Y  E N V I RO NME N TAL  H E A LT H  D E PA RT ME N T.
 
 ( 1 )  O C C UPA NCY  S H A L L  B E  L I M I T E D  TO  T WO  ( 2 )  P E R S ONS  P E R  B E D ROO M, P L U S  T WO  ( 2 )  
 A D D I T I O NA L  P E R S O NS  P E R  S H O RT-T E R M  R E N TA L , O R  A S  A P P ROV E D B Y  T H E  M A S O N
 C O U N T Y  E N V I RON ME NTA L  H E A LT H  D E PA RT ME NT, W H I C H E V E R  I S  L E S S .

 ( 2 )  O P E R AT I ON  A N D  M A I N T E NA NCE  O F  O N - S I T E  S E WAG E  S YS T E MS  S H A L L  B E  A S  
P R E S CR I BE D  B Y  M C C  6 . 7 6 . 0 7 0  A N D  P E R F O R M E D B Y  A  Q UA L I F I E D  S P E C I A L I S T  A S  
O U T L I N E D I N  M C C  6 . 7 6 . 1 0 0 .

Commissioner 
Input What determines the occupancy limit?

POINT 4



MMC 17 .100 .050  STANDARDS  FOR OPERATION OF SHORT-TERM RENTALS

(A )  OPERATION OF A  SHORT-TERM RENTAL SHALL  BE  WITHIN A  QUAL IFY ING 
STRUCTURE  AS  DEF INED WITHIN THIS  CHAPTER AND SHALL  MEET ALL  OTHER 
APPL IC ABLE  DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS AS  OUTL INED IN  MASON COUNTY CODE .

Commissioner 
Input

Commissioners indicated that they didn’t want to set a limit per parcel 
within the STR regulations nor specify if the owner had to live on site.

POINT 5 & 6



MMC 17 .100 .0030  APPL IC AB IL ITY

THIS  CHAPTER SHALL APPLY TO ALL SHORT-TERM RENTALS IN ALL ZONING 
DISTRICTS OF THE COUNTY. THESE STANDARDS ARE IN ADDITION TO OTHER 
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS. I F  THERE ARE ANY CONFLICTS BETWEEN THIS  
CHAPTER AND OTHER DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, THE MOST RESTRICTIVE 
PROVIS IONS SHALL APPLY.

Commissioner 
Input

Commissioners desired application County wide.

POINT 7



M M C  1 7 . 1 0 0 . 0 0 5 0  S TA N DA R DS  F O R  O P E R AT I ON  O F  S H O RT-T E R M R E N TA L S

( E )  S O L I D  WA S T E  N O R M A L  R E S I D E NT IA L  H A N D L I N G  A N D  R E M OVA L  S H A L L  B E  M A N AG E D I N  
C O M P L I AN CE  W I T H  M C C  6 . 7 2 . 0 3 0 (H ) ( 3 )  W I T H  A D D I T I O NA L  R E Q U IR E ME N T S , A S  F O L L OW S :
 
 ( 1 )  C U R B S I DE  WA S T E  R E M OVA L  S E RV I CE  I S  R E Q U I R E D  W E E KLY  A N D  P RO O F  O F  S E RV I CE  

S H A L L  B E  R E Q U I R E D  P R I O R  TO  I S S UA NCE  O F  A  S H O RT-T E R M  R E N TA L  P E R M I T ;

 ( 2 )  I F  C U R BS I DE  S E RV I CE  I S  N OT  AVA I L A B L E  AT  T H E  S H O RT- T E R M R E N TA L  L O C AT I O N , A  
L E T T E R  F RO M  M A S O N C O U N T Y  G A R B AG E , O R  AU T H O R I Z E D  WA S T E  A N D  R E C Y C L I NG  
S E RV I CE  P ROV I D E R , S H A L L  B E  P ROV I D E D TO  T H E  D E PA RT M E NT  P R I O R  TO  I S S UA NCE  O F  A  
S H O RT-T E R M R E N TA L  P E R M IT ;

 ( A )  A  WA S T E  R E M OVAL  P L A N  S H A L L  B E  I N C L U DE D  W I T H I N  T H E  P RO P E RT Y  M A N AG E ME NT  
P L A N  A S  PA RT  O F  T H E  P E R M I T  A P P L I C AT I ON.

Commissioner Input Commissioners desired weekly curbside garbage service or proof that 
service was not available with verification that waste removal is occurring.

POINT 8



QUESTIONS FOR STAFF PAC – PUBLIC
PUBLIC COMMENT – PAC CLOSING 

COMMENTS/DISCUSSION
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