
Creating a Soil Map 

 

1. Go to https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm 

2. Click the green button “Start WSS”. 

 

 

3. Once the “Start WSS” is selected, it will redirect you to the main soil map page “Area of Interest 

Interactive Map”. (see below) 

 

 

  



 

4. There are two ways to search for your property: 

A. On the map you will be able to zoom in to your subject property. Start by selecting 

Washington with the cross-air curser, click and draw a box on the area you want to zoom to. 

Keep doing so until you have located the approximate area of your subject property. 

- If you do not see your property try utilizing the ‘pan’ button on the map. You will be able 

to grab the map and drag it left, right, up or down.  

 

 
 

- If you have zoomed in too close or wish to zoom out, use either the zoom in or zoom out 

button on the map. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



B. If you are not sure where the property is located you can search by address using the drop 

down tabs to the left of the map.  

- Under “Quick Navigation” you will find an option to search by address.  

- Click on the drop down labeled “Address”.  

- Enter the complete address and select “View”. It should show the location on the map 

with an orange cross-air.  

 

 

5. Once you have found your subject property you will now create the Area of Interest (AOI). At the 

top of the map you will see two buttons with red shapes labeled “AOI”. (see below) 

 



 

 

6. You can create a polygon or a rectangle, depending on the shape of the parcel. Select which shape 

you would like to draw, then drag the curser over the map. You will left click to ‘drop a corner’, 

then drag the curser over the approximate area of the property. A complete AOI should look like 

the example below. 

- If you are using the polygon AOI option, draw your shape and at the last point you will 

double click to close the polygon. 

 

 

 



- If you need to redraw the AOI, on the left hand side of the map, you will find a drop 

down menu open labeled “AOI Properties”. You will find a button under this drop down 

labeled “Clear AOI”. This will clear the AOI you drew. From here you can follow step 6 

again to draw another AOI. 

 

 

7. You have now created the AOI and are ready to print your soil map. To do this, at the top of the 

screen you will see a few tabs. You want to click on the tab that says “Soil Map”.  

 

 

 



8. This tab will tell you the type of soil and characteristics of the soil. You can also print from this 

screen. In the right hand corner you will see “Printable Version”, click this button.   

 

 

- A drop down will pop-up, you can select the map size or layout if needed, then select 

“View”.  

- This will bring up a second window in which you can save the document to your 

computer or print.  

 

 



Below is an example of what the final soil map should look like. 

 


