Office of the Mason County Treasurer
A Report to the Citizens

Fiscal Year 2020

Elisabeth (Lisa) Frazier, Mason County Treasurer

e Cash & Investments 12/31  $206,073,799

Special Points of Interest:
Mission Statement:

¢ Full Time Employees 8 o )
To efficiently and effectively collect, report and manage all
* Parcel Count 55,504 monies and debt for the County and all other junior and
special purpose districts. To provide responsive, courteous
. and knowledgeable service to all our customers.
e Operating Budget S 823,053 8 ' ured

About The Treasurer’s Office

What do we do?

The County Treasurer acts as the “bank” for the county, school districts, fire districts, water districts, and other enti-
ties of local government.

The Treasurer’s office receipts, disperses, invests and accounts for the funds of these entities.
The Treasurer is also charged with the collection of various taxes that benefit a wide range of governmental entities.

The Treasurer’s office makes tax adjustments authorized by the Assessor’s Office or courts and issues refunds to the
appropriate taxpayers.

The Treasurer’s office collects and distributes the real estate excise tax associated with the sale of real estate.

Excess monies not currently being used by the county or various other entities of local government are invested with
the emphasis of ensuring public monies are safe and secure, available when needed, and achieve the best rate of return
after meeting the first two objectives.

The Treasurer’s office is responsible for ensuring the debt payments of the county and other entities of local govern-
ment.

Why do we exist?

The Treasurer is a constitutional officer elected by the people for a four year term. This position is elected to provide
independence from the legislative branch of the county (Board of Commissioners) and independence from all other vari-
ous entities of local governments that have the ability to levy taxes and assessments. This provides separation from the
branch of government responsible for levying taxes to the branch charged with collecting tax revenue.

How do we operate?

The Treasurer’s Office is organized in such a manner as to properly segregate duties for effective internal controls.

Tax Collection: Staff in this area are responsible for the collection of taxes, processing real estate excise tax on the
sale of land, and receipting funds from various county department and entities of local government, processing adjust-
ments to the tax rolls, and if required property tax refunds.

Accounting: Staff in this area are responsible for the banking, daily account reconciliation, receipt auditing and
posting, investments, redemption of warrants (checks), transfers, remittances and monthly reporting to the county and
various entities of local government.




2020 WHAT A YEAR

While no one wants to look back at 2020, there were positive things that happened while
continuing to operate the Treasurer’s Office during a pandemic.

The Treasurer’s Office was closed to in person transactions until September.

We worked with our taxing districts and county departments providing more electronic
methods of communication and banking transactions.

We installed a drive up drop box for taxpayer use, that is now open year round. The
drive up drop box is shared with the Assessor’s Office.

The county was able to install safety measures to help protect staff working in the of-
fice. The Assessor, Auditor and Treasurer installed a services sign in Kiosk for customers
to help regulate social distancing requirements.

We worked on our continuity of operations and as such can now work remotely when nec-
essary.

Mason County Treasurer’s Office was set to host the Washington State Treasurer’s Associ-
ation’s annual conference at Alderbrook— It has been rescheduled to June of 2022.

2021 WHAT IS NEXT

At this time the pandemic still monopolizes most on going decision making. Keeping operational is our key focus.

The Treasurer’s Office is continuing work on its continuity of operations, with some additional software upgrades.

OUR CUSTOMER’S
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Your Money

The county’s deposits and certificates of deposit are covered by federal depository insurance (FDIC) or by col-
lateral held in a multiple financial institution collateral pool administered by the Washington Public Deposit
Protection Commission (PDPC).

All investments are insured, registered or held by the county or its agent in the government’s name.

It is the county’s policy to invest all temporary cash surpluses. The interest on these investments is not pro-
rated. The interest or other earnings of income from funds of any municipal corporation of which the govern-
ing body has not taken any action pertaining to the investment of funds and that have been invested in ac-
cordance with state statues, shall be deposited in the current expense fund of the county and may be used for
general county purposes. The county takes responsibility to carefully review the statutory language governing
a particular revenue source to determine restrictions related to interest and other investment income. Inter-
est income derived from the investment of all temporary cash surpluses and allocated into the county general
fund as of December 31, 2020 was $436,565.18.

The investments are managed by the Treasurer’s Office, which reports investment activity to the County Fi-
nance Committee quarterly. Additionally, the County Treasurer investment activity is subject to an annual
investment policy review, compliance oversight, quarterly financial review, and annual reporting.

Type of County’s Own  Investments held by the Total
County as Custodian for
Investment Investments  other local governments Investments
LGIP $43,885,991 $144,601,958 $188,487,949
US Government Securities S 4,344,584 .00 $4,344,584
Certificate of Deposits $753,187 .00 $173,187
Total $48,983,762 $144,601,598 $193,585,720

RCW 36.48.070, County Finance Committee

The county treasurer, the county auditor and the chair of the county
legislative authority, ex officio, shall constitute the county finance
committee. The county treasurer shall act as the chair of the com-
Committee mittee and the county auditor as the secretary thereof. The commit-
tee shall keep a full and complete record of all its proceedings, and
all records shall be kept in the office of the auditor and be open for
public inspection. The committee shall approve the county invest-
ment policy and a debt policy and shall make appropriate rules and
regulations for carrying out the provisions of RCW 36.48.010
36.48.060, not inconsistent with law......

Mason County Finance

e Elisabeth (Lisa) Frazier,
Treasurer

e Paddy McGuire,
Auditor

- The Finance Committee meets at a minimum quarterly, or as need-
¢ Randy Neatherlin, ed to review county finance or debt related issues.




“WHEW”, WE WERE BUSY

TRANSACTIONS BY TYPE # OF TRANSACTIONS # OF TRANSACTIONS #OF TRANSACTIONS
IN 2018 IN 2019 IN 2020
REAL PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS 89,574 87,994 89,357
PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS 2,518 2,590 2,645
REAL ESTATE EXCISE TAX PAYMENTS 4,551 4,489 5,220
MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE RECEIPTS 10,010 10,745 10,125
PROPERTY TAX ROLL CORRECTIONS 1,032 1,290 1,130
PROPERTY TAX REFUNDS 327 278 228
DELINQUENT PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT PLANS 45 49 62
CURRENT YEAR PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT PLANS 34 32 32
AUTOMATIC PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT PARCELS 971 960 1,001
Your Money

Mason County Sales Tax Collected (Current Expense Fund Only)

Year Budgeted Collected

2020 $6,000,000 $6,883,694

2019 $5,125,000 $6,062,688

2018 $5,000,000 $5,487,711

2017 $4,500,000 $4,907,329

2016 $4,500,000 $4,709,220

Mason County Current Expense Sales Tax
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Collections

Budgeted

m Collected

2020 2019 2018 2017 2016

Mason County Voter Approved Sales Tax Collections

Juvenile Detention 1/10th of 1% 2020
Mental Health 1/10th of 1% 2020

$966,769
$966,540




Your Money

Mason County Property Tax Collections For Taxes Levied In 2020

Mason County Property Tax Collections by Levy Year

2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015

Year
Year
Year
Year
Year

Year

$98,433,430
$84,449,212
$91,164,197
$79,708,706
$77,956,700
$76,061,605

Taxes in Dollars Collected by Levy Year
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Property Tax Collections by Fund

FUND TYPE

State of Washington

Local School Districts
County Current Expense
County Road District

Mental Heath Fund
Veterans Relief Fund
County Fire Districts

County Hospital Districts
Timberland Regional Library
City of Shelton

County Port Districts
County Cemetery District 1
Miscellaneous Assessments
2020 Property Tax Collected
2020 Property Tax Billed

COLLECTIONS
26,121,085
28,233,614

9,874,143

10,910,183
214,051
133,619

S
S
$
$
$
$
$ 12,559,133
$ 2,658,554
$ 2,914,985
$ 2,899,740
$ 1,285,976
$ 22,995
$ 615,352
$ 98,443,430

$100,364,991

% COLLECTED
27%
29%
10%
11%
.00%
.00%
13%

3%
3%
3%
1%
.00%
.00%
100%
98.09%

2020 Property Tax Collections Grouped by Fund

Cemetery District #1 Miscellaneous

Port Districts \ Assessements
\ ~_ |\
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City of Shelton
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Your Money
Mason County Delinquent Tax Collections

Delinquent Property Taxes Collected by Year In 2020

$2,500,000.00
$2,000,000.00
$1,500,000.00
$1,000,000.00
$500,000.00 I
> 2016 &
2019 2018 2017 )
Prior Years

m Taxes Outstanding as of 1/1| $2,283,984.15 | $1,058,883.05 | $557,213.06 | $340,699.12
m Taxes Collected as of 12/31 | $1,357,359.36 | $490,181.14 | $428,123.78 | $60,998.38
W Taxes Due as of 12/31 $861,725.91 $510,552.96 $65,215.88 $277,936.64

* Taxes Due as of 12/31 are net any tax roll correction done in the current year

PROPERTY TAX CALENDAR
JANUARY
1ST All taxable property is valued for taxes due.
15TH  County Assessor delivers tax roll to county treasurer.
FEBRUARY/MARCH

Property taxes can be paid once the Treasurer has provided notification that the tax roll is complete. Property
tax statements mailed by March 15th.

APRIL
Property Taxes are due. For payments over $50 a half payment may be made at this time.

MAY

Unpaid 1ST 1/2 or FULL YEAR property taxes are delinquent, 1% interest is charged monthly until

JUNE

3% Penalty is charged on all current year unpaid property taxes.

OCTOBER

2ND 1/2 property tax payments are due.
NOVEMBER

Unpaid 2ND 1/2 property taxes are delinquent, 1% interest is charged monthly until paid.
DECEMBER

8% Penalty is charged on all current year unpaid property taxes.




Your Money

WAC 458-61A-100 Real estate excise tax—

(1) Introduction. Chapter 82.45 RCW imposes an excise tax on every sale of real estate in

the state of Washington. All sales of real property in this state are subject to the real es-
tate excise tax unless specifically exempted by chapter 82.45 RCW and these rules.

Mason County Real Estate Excise Tax Collections Mason County Real Estate Excise Tax Transactions

2020 $11,161,145 2020 5220

2019 $ 9,457,153 2019 4489

2018 $ 9,586,904 2018 4551

2017 S 8,394,551 2017 4501

2016 $ 6,415,601 2016 3798

2015 S 5,174,883 2015 3447

2020 Real Estate Excise Tax Distribution
Fund Dollars Collected Percentage
State of Washington $ 7.595,020 68%
City of Shelton (.25%) S 109,618 1%
City of Shelton (.25%) S 109,618 1%
Mason County REET 1 (.25%) S 1,588,616 14%
Mason County REET 2 (.25%) S 1,588,616 14%
Treasurer’s Administration Fee S 134,346 1%
Treasurer’s REET Collection Fee S 8,705 0%
State Technology Fee S 11,737 .5%
Local Technology Fee S 11,737 .5%
Delinquent Interest Collections S 3,131 0%
2019 Real Estate Excise Tax Collected $11,161,144 100%
2020 Real Estate Excise Tax Collections
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=82.45
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=82.45

Your Money

Are there Property Tax Exemptions Available?

If you are a senior citizen or if you are disabled, Washington State has a program that may help you to pay your
property taxes and/or special assessments. To qualify you must meet the following criteria:

At least 61 years of age and/or be unable to work because of a disability or a disabled veteran with a service con-
nected evaluation of at least 80% or receiving compensation from the United States Department of Veteran Affairs
at the 100% rate for a service connected disability.

You must own your home in Washington State by the year before the taxes are to be exempted are due. This must
be your principal residence for than nine months in a calendar year.

Your annual household disposable income may not exceed the Income Level Threshold 3. For threshold levels go to
dor.wa.gov/incomethresholds

For more information go to http://www.dor.wa.gov/docs/pubs/prop_tax/seniorexempt.pdf or contact the Mason
County Assessor’s Office at 360-427-9670, Ext.491

2020
Income Level $30,000 or Less $30,001 - $35,000 $35,001 - $40,000 Total
Number of Participants 1,853 360 294 2,507
Tax Savings of Participants $905,393 $180,055 $145,823 $1,231,271

Who Determines the amount of my property tax bill?

Two things determine the amount of a property tax bill: the property’s assessed value and the tax rates of the tax-
ing jurisdictions in which the property is located. The tax rate is determined by the amount of tax levy to be raised
from all, or part, of a taxing district and the district’s taxable assessed value. The assessment is determined by the
assessor and is based on the market value of the property less any applicable property tax exemptions.

Each year after the total assessed value is set, the assessor calculates tax rates based on taxing districts budget
requests which are regulated by statutory limits. Each taxing district in the county sends its approved budget to the
assessor. The assessor uses the budget request and the total value of all taxable properties in the district to calcu-
late a tax rate.

The rate is expressed in dollars per each thousand dollars of property value. The tax rate of each district is com-
bined with the rates of other districts to get the total rate. From this the treasurer can easily determine the total
tax you owe for support of schools, special service districts, and local governments.

What If | disagree with my taxes?

The assessor’s office values thousands of properties each year. A Change of Value Notice is sent to you when the
assessed value of your property changes. Taking into account that those values are the basis for a tax, it is not un-
common for questions to arise. If you disagree with the county assessor’s valuation of your property, you have the
right to appeal.

Contact the assessor's office and speak with an appraiser to review the valuation of your property at any
time. Property owners can often settle disagreements at this level without filing a formal appeal. You can contact
the Mason County Assessor’s Office at 360-427-9670, Ext 491.

If you are still not satisfied, you may file a written appeal with the Mason County Board of Equalization. The Board
of Equalization (BOE) is a separate entity, independent of the assessor’s office.

For more information on appealing your taxes go to http://www.co.mason.wa.us/equalization/useful-form-
instructions.php or contact the Mason County Board of Equalization at 360-427-9670, Ext. 397.


http://www.co.mason.wa.us/equalization/index.php

We Value Your Feedback/Contact Us

Did you find this report informative?

Would you like to see other information
included in this report?

Please let us know by contacting the
Mason County Treasurer’s Office:

Mason County Treasurer’s Office
411 N 5th St, Bldg 1
PO Box 429
Shelton, WA 98584-0429

Shelton 360-427-9670, 475
Belfair 360-275-4467, 475
Elma 360-482-5269, 475

Fax 360-427-7267

Treasurer’s Office Business
Hours

Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Drive Up Property Tax Payment
Drop Box located in the alley
adjacent to Mason County
Building 1

Did you know you can look up property taxes and parcel
information and pay your property taxes on line?

“payments made on line are subject to a convenience fee”

Visit us on the web at:

http://property.co.mason.wa.us/Taxsifter/Search/
Results.aspx

Or

WWW.co.mason.wa.us/Treasurer

On Line Services

Property/Parcel Information




